
 

 

 

Hello, Parents of Dragons!   

I hope that your student’s school year is off to a good start.  We have such an amazing faculty of 

teachers and support staff this year--staff who want to see your student blossom and grow at 

Bioscience.  We have put into place some very student and parent-friendly supports that we hope 

will make students even more successful than in the past. 

First, we are continuing our journey into Evidence-Based Grading.  Evidence-Based Grading 

allows students to know exactly what they must do and show to be “Proficient” in 5-7 Essential 

Competencies per semester.  Teachers share rubrics with criteria for success, and students self-

assess and receive teacher feedback into their progress.  Students have multiple opportunities 

throughout the semester to achieve proficiency, so if they are not proficient now, they can grow 

into proficiency by the end of the semester.  Please check out our parent Guide to Evidence 

Based Grading on our website under the “Parents” tab to learn more specifics. 

Secondly, we are also continuing our during-the-school-day Targeted Advisory, where teachers 

pull in students who need re-teaching or support twice a week within their regular schedule.  If 

your student is struggling to become proficient in one or more of their Essential Competencies, 

ask their teacher to “pull them in for Targeted Advisory.” 

Third, we are continuing to build community and strengthen relationships through Restorative 

Practices, which help students learn how to navigate and resolve conflict.  Staff are also learning 

about childhood trauma and how to support students who have had traumatic experiences. 

Fourth, we have resumed extended hours tutoring on Mondays (Math) and Thursdays (English) 

from 3:30-4:30 PM located in 3E.   

Finally, teachers are working together to create and track vertical learning goals for students in 

each content area.  For instance, Math teachers are focusing on Math Competency 3, “Analyze 

and Strategize” to ensure that students can interpret functions that arise in applications, use 

appropriate math models, apply and adapt appropriate techniques, and evaluate predictions based 

on data.   

Spanish teachers are targeting presentational communication by strengthening students’ 

vocabulary and transition use. 



Science teachers set the goal of ensuring that all students can “Develop and use models” to 

generate data to support explanations, predict phenomena, analyze systems, and/or solve 

problems. 

Social sciences teachers are targeting students’ ability to “evaluate how cycles of conflict and 

cooperation have shaped relations among people, places, and environments.” 

The English teachers are still in the process of creating their goal. 

We are off to a great start this year!  We look forward to working with you to nurture and 

prepare your students for great things during their time at Bioscience.  Please don’t hesitate to let 

me know if there is anything we can do a better job of to help you and your student during your 

time at Bioscience. 

Sincerely, 

 

Holly Batsell, Principal 

602-764-5604 


